
THREE YEARS AGO Beatrice Marienau
was cheerfully showing second level
aboard her Quarter Horse Magnifique.
Although she dreamed of riding a Grand
Prix test some day, she had no plans to
get there in a hurry.

Then a client gave her a retired
upper-level horse to ride, and before she
knew it, Marienau was in the ring con-
testing third level, then fourth level and
finally Prix St. Georges.

Bitten hard by the FEI-level bug,
Marienau earned scores for her U.S.
Dressage Federation gold medal this
summer, and she came home with an
armload of ribbons from the Great
American/USDF Region 5 Champion-
ships and Rocky Mountain Dressage
Society Championships, held Sept. 2-5 
in Parker, Colo.

She won tricolors aboard Reve De

Neige (Rosenzauber—Voltige) in the
Region 5 open Intermediaire II cham-
pionship (62.23%) and the RMDS open
Intermediaire II championship (62.89%).
She also won an open Grand Prix class,
which was especially rewarding, as she
was competing at Grand Prix for only
the fourth time, and she only decided to
contest the Grand Prix classes after her
trainer Steffan Kiesewetter suggested it.

Originally from Germany, Marienau,
40, didn’t move to her home in Steam-
boat Springs, Colo., with a traditional
education in dressage. Instead, she com-
peted in show jumping until she was 21.
She did spend a year doing dressage in
England with Wilfried Bechtolsheimer
before going to college. However, when
she first came to the United States in
1998, she came to be a cowgirl on a ranch.

She moved back to Germany between

2001 and 2003 and earned her license as
a riding instructor before returning to
the United States with her U.S. citizen-
ship. In 2005 she and her husband Mike
started the Hideaway Ranch, where she
trains horses, teaches lessons in jumping
and dressage and leads trail rides.

“My husband is a farrier, and he runs
a cattle ranch,” said Marienau. “The dres-
sage horses like going on the trail, and
they’re used to walking through cow
herds.”

This may seem like unusual training
for dressage horses, but it’s paid off in
the show ring, as has working with
Kiesewetter.

“This was the first time I have ever
had a coach at a show. He helped me get
in the zone and work through the test.
He’s good at getting the horse through
and supple to the point where you can
ask for the exercises at the show,” said
Marienau.

Marienau started riding Reve De
Neige and her small tour horse Qui-
rinius six months ago when Kiesewetter,
who manages Pferdesport Wintermühle
Sport Horses in Germany, found them
for her. She considers Reve De Neige her
schoolmaster.

She also credited judge Lilo Fore for
helping her learn to ride through the test.

Marienau admitted to some nerves
before her first test at the regional
championships. “He was a little spooked
and buggy at the beginning of the test.
He almost did an extended canter down
the centerline and into the halt. He’s
only 16 hands, but in the ring he grows
to about 18,” she said.

Marienau considered her tests with
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Marienau Meets Her Goals And More At
Great American/USDF Region 5 Championships
This dressage professional ascends the levels at a rapid pace.

Lindsay Berreth

After only six months together, Beatrice
Marienau and Reve De Neige have
formed a solid partnership, winning two
Intermediaire II championships at the
Great American/USDF Region 5 and
RMDS championships.(K
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the 14-year-old Oldenburg gelding a huge
step forward, especially in his lateral work
and tempi changes. “If he’s ridden cor-
rectly, he will go correctly. He won’t always
score huge on his gaits. But these were
some of our best classes ever,” she said.

She plans to continue competing
Reve De Neige and Quirinius. “I said to
my husband, ‘Before I die, I want to get
my gold medal.’ I got it, so now what? I’d
like to settle my scores in the mid-60s
with both horses and ride a couple of good
CDIs. I’d like to represent the U.S. It’s
always been a big dream of mine,” she said.

H An Established Pair

While Marienau’s relationship with 
Reve De Neige is relatively new, Grant
Schneidman has ridden Superman for
the past six years as the pair has moved
up the levels to Grand Prix. He scored a
63.26 percent aboard Superman, an 11-
year-old Dutch Warmblood, to win the
Region 5 Grand Prix championship.

“We’ve already shown here three or
four times this year, so for the first test,
he was sort of, ‘ho-hum, it’s this place
again.’ There was some resistance in the
piaffe,” said Schneidman.

But the second time in the ring, the
chestnut gelding was in better form for
66.24 percent and another win. “In the
RMDS test his pirouette was much improved,
and all three judges agreed on many of

the scores,” Schneidman continued.
“It’s always a different horse in the

ring. But everything has gotten more
solid and improved. He’s a sensitive
horse, so I need to ride with feel and
understanding,” Schneidman said.

He imported Superman (Mondriaan—
Mikado) from the Netherlands as a 5-year-
old and formed a syndicate called Euro-
West Group LLC to purchase the horse.

“It’s been very gratifying to take him
from training level to Grand Prix,” said
Schneidman. “We’ve made significant
strides this summer working with
Kathleen Raine when she comes to
Colorado. His overall comfort with the
test has gotten better.”

Superman is currently for sale, but
Schneidman, 52, has other talented
young horses coming along. He won 
the RMDS open fourth level cham-
pionship on Counselor and placed sec-
ond in the RMDS open Prix St. Georges
championship on Frodo.

Schneidman operates Westmanton
Stables with his wife Sharon and Nicole
Gluesenkamp in Castle Rock, Colo.

H Mental Practice Pays Off

While Schneidman was cleaning up in
the Grand Prix, Jenny Baldwin, Boulder,
Colo., took home top ribbons in the open
small tour classes aboard Fabrioso and
Chrysler, both owned by Virginia Carr.

With Fabrioso (Federweisser—Fab-
riana), an 11-year-old Hanoverian geld-
ing, she won the Region 5 Intermediaire
freestyle championship (62.75%) and 
the RMDS Intermediaire freestyle cham-
pionship (67.12%).

“He has a big presence. He’s over 18
hands, so I’ve been trying to develop
more strength with him. The eight-meter
circles can be difficult. This year, it’s all
coming together,” she said. “He’s been
friskier this year, even bucking at shows.
I think he’s finally in really good shape.”

Baldwin, 36, said that despite a mis-
take in the three-tempis, she was pleased
with his expression. “This summer is the
first time I’ve had to hold him back
rather than push him. It sometimes feels
like riding a different horse than last
year,” she said.

With Chrysler (Comeback II—Ager-
bakg Erdeus Rebecca), Baldwin picked
up second- and third-placed finishes in
the Prix St. Georges championships.

Baldwin has found that discussing
how she will ride each movement
improves her rides. “Telling someone
instead of only rehearsing in your mind
makes you remember what your plan is
once you are in the show ring,” she said.

A native of Sweden, Baldwin moved
to the United States in 1996 and now
operates Royal Crown Dressage out of
Autumn Hill International Equestrian
Center, where she trains adult amateurs
and young riders. She has worked with
Kyra Kyrklund in Sweden but now works
with Sue Halasz.

She used the Region 5 Champion-
ships as a stepping-stone toward her big-
ger goal of qualifying for the U.S. Eques-
trian Federation National Intermediaire I
Championship next year.

H Discipline Leads To 
Accomplishment

Victoria Fernalld, Denver, Colo., was
another rider with multiple winning
mounts—she claimed four junior cham-
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“He’s only 16 hands, but in the ring he grows to about 18.”
—Beatrice Marienau

Victoria Fernalld scored multiple 
Great American/Region 5 and RMDS
junior championships aboard Prince 
(pictured) and O’Neal in the small tour.
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pionships aboard her two Dutch Warm-
bloods, Prince and O’Neal.

With O’Neal, Fernalld, 15, won the
Region 5 junior Prix St. Georges cham-
pionship (58.77%) and the RMDS junior
Prix St. Georges championship (60.26%).

With Prince, Fernalld won the RMDS
Intermediaire I junior championship
(64.21%) and the GAIG/USDF Interme-
diaire I junior championship (67.89%).

“I definitely felt that both horses
were in a groove, but dressage is a sport
of perfection, and it’s so easy to focus on
all the things I could have ridden better,”
she said.

Fernalld had a tense ride on 14-year-
old Prince (Kennedy—Astrid) the day
before the competition, so she was
happy to have him relaxed and listening
during her tests. “One challenge with
Prince is learning how to bring out his
brilliance instead of going just through
the motions. It’s easy to settle for less on
him, but I know that’s not his full poten-
tial,” she said.

Both horses are different rides for
Fernalld, and she’s enjoyed the learning
experience. “O’Neal can be lazy in the
warm-up, but once we enter the show
ring, he turns into an insecure horse 
who hates being alone,” she said.
“Learning to ride him moment by
moment and feeling exactly what he
needs from me every step of the test is
quite a challenge.”

O’Neal’s scores have gone up recently
as the 13-year-old gelding (Hemming-
way—Wimpel) has become more focused
and connected in the tests.

Fernalld has trained with Karen
Perkins for six years, beginning with a
14.3-hand Morgan. In the summer of
2008, Fernalld’s mother surprised her
with Prince and O’Neal.

“My mom saw the limitations with
the two small Morgans I had been rid-
ing. She was willing to catapult me to
the next level by getting me horses I
could really progress on,” said Fernalld.

With the help of Perkins and trainer
Andrea Doelling, Fernalld began mov-
ing up the levels with both horses, but
she also gained two valuable role mod-
els. “Karen has been one of the most

influential people in my life,” she said.
“She has helped me every step of the
way. She understands how different each
horse’s personalities, strengths and
weaknesses are.

“Andrea is someone who was an ama-
teur rider working as an executive in the
business world, then turned professional
and received her gold medal, all in a few
years. She has been an incredible role
model to me,” Fernalld continued.

Currently a sophomore in high
school, Fernalld rides three horses dur-
ing the week and keeps up a busy show
schedule. “I had to make a promise to
myself that there would be no Facebook
during the school week,” she said.
“Steffen Peters once said to me that ‘dis-
cipline is the bridge between dreams and
accomplishments.’ ”

H Moving Right Along

It took discipline for Petra Warlimont to
get through the competition emotionally.
Her Grand Prix mount foundered before
the show and won’t compete again. “I
was not with it. It was a long show, and I
had several horses to ride,” she said.

But she soldiered on and picked up
the Region 5 open fourth level champion-
ship (67.31%) and open Prix St. Georges
championship (69.34%) with the 8-year-
old Hanoverian gelding.

“He’s moving right along the train-

ing scale, right where he should be,”
Warlimont said.

Rohmero scored several 8s for his
flying changes and extended trot.

“They were honestly the best tests
I’ve ever ridden and the best he’s ever
done. I almost forgot one flying change
in the fours, but he gave everything he
has,” she said.

Rohmero (Romancero H—Waldina)
suffered a check ligament injury last
year, so Warlimont, 37, was pleased that
he came back so strong this season. She
credited trainer Hannes Baumgart for
her success. She travels to Germany to
train with him for a week each year, and
he comes to the United States a few
times a year for clinics.

“I try to be the biggest sponge when
I work with him. He’s my mental sup-
port and my mentor. I can call him any-
time when I have questions,” she said.

Warlimont operates Somerset Farms
in the foothills of Longmont, Colo. A
German native, she hopes to become a
U.S. citizen next year. She keeps 25 horses
in training and has a few students. “My
goal is to produce horses, not campaign
them,” she said.

She hopes to train Rohmero to
Grand Prix. He has been schooling piaffe
and passage at home. “I’d like to make
him a Grand Prix horse for his owner
Deborah Voigt. Her dream was to have a
Grand Prix horse,” said Warlimont.
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Petra Warlimont trotted off with 

Great American/USDF open fourth 
level and open Prix St. Georges 

championships aboard Rohmero.
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