
JENNIE BRANNIGAN was only look-
ing for a CCI-qualifying score when 
she started the Plantation Field CIC***
in Unionville, Pa., on Sept. 17-19, but
she had no complaints when Cambalda
cruised to the win in the process.

Brannigan, West Grove, Pa., stayed
busy at Plantation Field International
Horse Trials riding seven horses, includ-
ing “Ping” and CIC** horse Vidalia, who
needed to qualify for their fall three-
days. 

“It was stressful trying to get two
qualifications. I wanted to keep my head
in the game,” said Brannigan, 23. “I was
holding my breath for the last two weeks
thinking about it.”

But she succeeded, winning by more

than 15 points over Ashley Kehoe and
Mazetto. She also rode Vidalia to fourth
in the CIC**.

This season has been a big rebound
for Brannigan, who had to euthanize her
talented advanced horse Cooper last win-
ter after he sustained an injury at the
Fair Hill CCI*** (Md.). Around the same
time, Ping underwent surgery to remove
a bone chip in his knee. 

“Cooper was a once in a lifetime
horse, and Ping lived in his shadow a lit-
tle,” she said. “But he helped me see the
light at the end of the tunnel.”

Ping came back this spring and won
four competitions in a row, including 
an intermediate horse trial at The Fork
(N.C.), the Fair Hill CIC** and the Jersey
Fresh CCI** (N.J.). She then felt the 
8-year-old Thoroughbred cross (Balda
Beau—Cathy’s Lady) was more than
ready to move up to advanced, and he
went on to place well at the horse trials
at Millbrook (N.Y.) and Richland Park
(Mich.) before heading to Plantation.

Brannigan started the weekend in
third place after dressage with a 53.4.
“We had some mistakes in the trot work.
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“He helped me see 
the light at the end of 
the tunnel.” 

—Jennie Brannigan

Brannigan Wins With Room To Spare At Plantation Field
She and Cambalda step up to win the CIC*** in Pennsylvania.

Lindsay Berreth

Jennie Brannigan and Cambalda cruised to victory in the Plantation Field CIC*** by a margin of more than 17 points.
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He’s still green there, but the changes
were good,” she said. 

Saturday’s cross-country, designed by
Tremaine Cooper, narrowed down the
small field of CIC*** riders. Out of 15
starters, six did not complete. Overnight
leader Kristen Bond with Are You Ready
and second-placed Colin Davidson with
Draco both incurred technical elimina-
tions for missing fence 15, an upright
gate.

Since Brannigan’s goal was merely 
to get a qualifying score, she didn’t go
for time with Nina Gardner’s gelding,
and the hard going was also on her
mind. Parts of the East Coast experi-
enced near drought-like conditions in
the weeks leading up to the event.
Unionville received some rain during
the week, and the course was aerated to
provide the best going possible.

But Ping jumped efficiently through
the technical questions on course and
covered the ground easily. “His cruising
gallop is quite quick. I didn’t push him
at all,” Brannigan said. 

Despite their added 5.6 time faults,
the pair took a firm grip on the lead.
Kehoe and Mazetto and Kendal Lehari
and Daily Edition moved up to second
and third, respectively, after being tied
for ninth in the dressage. No one made
the time over the CIC*** track.

Going into show jumping, Brannigan
had a 17-point lead over Kehoe. 

“I heard the announcer say I had
four rails in hand, but I wanted to jump
a clear round,” she said. “He tried hard.
He’s known to be quite exuberant over
oxers especially.”

Ping met his rider’s expectations and
jumped flawlessly over Marc Donovan’s
course, finishing on 59.0 faults. Kehoe
and Mazetto had 1 time fault to finish
second on 76.5, and Lehari and Daily
Edition stayed in third with a double
clear (77.9). 

As the weekend’s three-star winner,
Brannigan also earned the True Blue
Girdwood trophy, donated by her coach
and employer, Phillip Dutton, and his
wife, Evie. 

“I remember thinking before how
cool it would be to win that trophy,” she
said. 

On Sunday, Dutton flew in from
Georgia, where he was attending train-
ing camp for the Alltech FEI World
Equestrian Games, to help Brannigan
warm up for show jumping and to join
Evie in presenting the trophy, named in
honor of his first top mount.

H A Dream Job
Brannigan works full time for Dutton at
his True Prospect Farm, and she com-
petes many of his young horses, as well
as horses owned by Gardner, Ronald
Zabala, Beth Battel and Annie Jones. 
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PLANTATION F IELD INTERNATIONAL HORSE TRIALS
Unionville, Pa.—Sept. 17-19

C I C * * *
HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE CROSS-COUNTRY SHOW JUMPING TOTAL

Jump/Time Jump/Time
1. Cambalda/Jennifer Brannigan 53.4 0/5.6 0/0 59.0
2. Mazetto/Ashley Kehoe 65.1 0/10.4 0/1 76.5
3. Daily Edition/Kendal Lehari 65.1 0/12.8 0/0 77.9
4. Cavaldi/Kristin Schmolze 65.4 0/8.8 4/0 78.2
5. Axel Rose/Kelli Temple 57.9 0/18.4 0/4 80.3
6. Jet/Ashley Leith 67.2 0/5.2 8/0 80.4

Also competed: 7. Quintus 54/L. Kieffer, 80.6; 8. Castle Jordan/K. Schmolze, 88.7; 9. Running Order/D.
Payne, 106.1.

Technical elimination in show jumping: Shiraz/C. Rutledge. Technical elimination on cross-country: Draco/C.
Davidson; Are You Ready/K. Bond. Rider fall on cross-country: Polar Storm/K. Willis; Gold Twist/R. Lee.
Retired on cross-country: Armani IV/E. Sylvester. 

A D VA N C E D
HORSE/RIDER DRESSAGE CROSS-COUNTRY SHOW JUMPING TOTAL

Jump/Time Jump/Time
1. Hollywood/Kelly Sult 32.8 4/0 0/7.6 44.4
2. Gryffindor/Kristin Bachman 30.6 8/0 0/16.8 55.4
3. Cruise Lion/Bruce Davidson 34.4 0/0 0/23.6 58.0
4. Nyls Du Terroir/Katherine Samuels 38.1 0/0 0/24.4 62.5
5. UN/Jane Sleeper 36.3 4/0 0/22.8 63.1
6. Lambrusco/Leahona Rowland 30.6 0/1 0/31.6 63.2

Also competed: 7. Subway/O. Loiacono, 65.1; 8. Scimitar/S. Allan, 78.2; 9. Santa’s Playboy/A.R. Borun, 90.1;
10. Winning Facts/L. Vello, 95.9; 11. Westerly/S. Cousins, 96.4; 12. Lorenzo III/L. Rowland, 106.4; 13. Always
A Lady/S. Gartland, 111.5.

Technical elimination in show jumping: Woodwork/K.A. Martin. Withdrawn before cross-country: Here’s To
You/E. Beshear. 

Pop Star jumped into the Plantation 
Field spotlight with Lizzie Snow, 

topping the CIC** division.
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“It’s my dream job,” Brannigan said.
“It’s allowed me to fulfill a lot of goals
that I set for my life. I like riding a lot of
horses. I work well when I’m operating
at a high rate of speed.

“If you work hard for Phillip, he
works hard for you,” she continued.
“[The True Prospect crew] was really
there for me when Cooper died. It really
showed me who my true friends and
supporters were.”

In the process of working her many
young prospects, Brannigan tries to
focus on improving her own riding as
well. So while she relished her Plan-
tation win, she immediately began look-
ing ahead to her next goal: the Galway
Downs CCI*** (Calif.) in November.

“Every time you get to the next step,
you keep reaching for the next one,” she
said. “I want to be a better rider and

learn more. I’m never happy. It feels like
you’re always trying to climb up a hill.”

Brannigan, who’s originally from San
Diego, Calif., has known she’d attend the
inaugural Galway Downs CCI*** since
rumors of its inception began swirling
around more than a year ago.

“It’s my home court, and I promised
[organizer] Robert Kellerhouse I would
fly out with Cooper if there was ever a
CCI***,” she said. “So now Cambalda
will step it up. I’m pretty excited to sup-
port the West Coast. We [East Coast rid-
ers] all get used to riding at local places,
and they feel like local events. I think it’s
good to shake things up.” 

H Exceeding Expectations

Young rider Lizzie Snow also hoped 
to get a qualifying score at Plantation,

but her CCI goal won’t come until next
year. She’s aiming for the CCI** at the
Adequan FEI North American Junior 
and Young Rider Championships in
Lexington, Ky., next summer. 

Aboard Pop Star, Snow took the lead
in dressage and never looked back, fin-
ishing on a score of 53.8. Snow, 18, 
didn’t expect to win on the flat, but the
chestnut gelding put in a steady test to
score a 45.8. 

“I watched some of the tests in the
morning, and they were very nice,” she
said. “We had a wild day before, but he
was businesslike in the test. He was for-
ward and obedient in the movements.”

Denis Glaccum’s cross-country
course suited Pop Star. “I liked the
course. It started out open and gallopy
and progressed in difficulty as it went
on. The questions were very fair,” said
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• Nina Ligon went home to Manakin-Sabot, Va., with two
top ribbons in her trailer after winning the CIC* with Chai
Thai (46.1) and placing second in the CIC** aboard
Fernhill Fearless (54.7). 

• Kelly Sult and her intrepid Hollywood moved up from
fourth after dressage to win the advanced division on 44.4
penalties over Kristin Bachman and Gryffindor (55.4). It
was the pair’s third victory in a row this summer, after
sweeping intermediate divisions at Lost Hounds (Pa.) and
Hunter’s Run (Mich.).

• Thanks to the Cheshire Land Preservation Fund, an addi-
tional 90 acres were added to the Plantation Field
International Horse Trials site this year along the backside
of the property. This allowed for a new entrance and a
completely new layout of the competition. 

• Organizer Denis Glaccum took much care to make the
footing the best it could be, despite the lack of rain. He
aggravated the cross-country tracks for all levels and
added a mixture of rubber and sand to the take offs and
landings of many jumps. “I was amazed that I didn’t hear
pounding hooves when the horses galloped by,” he said.

• Plantation Field partnered with local charity The Barn at
Spring Brook Farm. A portion of the proceeds from the
competition will be donated to The Barn, which is a non-
profit organization providing free animal-assisted activities
for children with disabilities.

TIDBITS

Nina Ligon and Chai Thai clinched the win 
in the CIC* at Plantation Field.(A
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Snow, Southern Pines, N.C. “He was com-
pletely honest throughout the entire
course. He ate it up.”

Plantation was Pop Star’s third inter-
mediate start, so Snow took her time,
especially with the footing in mind.
Snow said her farrier Dave Richards has
worked especially hard to keep Pop Star’s
feet in order in recent months, so she
wasn’t in a rush to ruin any of his labor.

“We use Equicasts on his feet because
he has typical Thoroughbred feet,” she
said. “It’s the only way we’re competing.”

But even with the 8 time faults she
picked up out of caution, Snow was in
the lead after cross-country ahead of
Nina Ligon and Fernhill Fearless, who
moved up from eighth place after dres-
sage runner-up Megan Correia-Bittner
had a stop.

Pop Star kept all the rails up on
Sunday and finished ahead of Fernhill
Fearless (54.7) and Clarissa Wilmerding
on Poppet (61.3).

“That was a miracle,” Snow said of
her round. “We got a little lucky. Show
jumping is our hardest phase. I get nerv-
ous, and he can get frantic.” 

But Snow praised course designer
Marc Donovan’s flowing track. “The
oxers were pretty big, but the course
made you ride and make decisions to add
or hold a stride. It tested people’s ability
to make decisions,” she said.

Snow also credited Donovan for his
help before the event. She works with
him when regular trainer John Williams
is out of town. 

Pop Star will have an easy fall since
he’s now qualified for the NAJYRC. Snow
plans to run a few preliminary horse tri-
als and let him have a break. She’ll keep
her own form by riding her younger pre-
liminary horse Franklin Square.

UNIONVILLE, PA–SEPT. 17-19.
▲ CIC* - 1. Chai Thai, N. Ligon, 46.1; 2. Crown

Talisman, D. Payne, 47.8; 3. Fantastik, M. Ransehousen,
48.8. ▲ CIC** - 1. Pop Star, L. Snow, 53.8; 2. Fernhill
Fearless, N. Ligon, 54.7; 3. Poppet, C. Wilmerding, 61.3.
▲ Open Int. - 1. Troy, S. Cousins, 36.2; 2. Merloch, C.
Rollins, 37.2; 3. Petite Flower, B. Davidson, 38.0.
▲ Jr./Y.R. Open Prel. - 1. Catch A Star, C. Silliman, 39.9;
2. Powder Hound, A. Wildasin, 47.5; 3. Totally Awesome
Bosco, A. Wildasin, 49.3. ▲ Open Prel., Div. 1 - 1.
Fioligno’s Legend, W. Ward, 30.5; 2. Paprika, J.
Brannigan, 39.0; 3. Russian Roulette II, S. White, 42.7.
▲ Open Prel., Div. 2 - 1. Calvin, J. Jennings, 30.9; 2.
Young Man, J. Brannigan, 31.7; 3. War End, W. Coleman
III, 33.0. ▲ Prel. Rider - 1. Zoe VIII, M. Herman, 37.2; 2.
No Halo Here, K. Parri, 40.6; 3. St. Paddy, C. Frame, 47.7. 
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Kelly Sult rode Hollywood to the top of the advanced division at Plantation Field
International Horse Trials.

“He was completely honest throughout 
the entire course. He ate it up.” 

—Lizzie Snow
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