
FLYING COLORS brought home the
color blue in the novice division at The
Chronicle of the Horse/U.S. Eventing
Association Central Adult Team Chal-
lenge on Sept. 24-26 at Greenwood 
Farm Horse Trials in Weatherford, Texas.
Anchored by Samantha Wood’s dressage
score of 22.0 aboard Belistar, they fin-
ished first out of the four teams left in
the competition.

Heavy rain and flash flooding on 
Saturday cancelled the cross-country,
and much of the temporary stabling
flooded. Many riders scratched, and
those who stuck it out competed in a
combined test.

Wood, Flower Mound, Texas, posted
the only clear round for her team, but
they still won the division with a score of
94.5 over the Eventing Wenches (105.5).
She also won the novice ATC, division 2,
with a rail in hand.

Wood and her teammates Catherine
McCall, Melanie Gatewood and Donna
Struke train with Peggy Friauf, so they
knew each other well.

“It’s great to be with my friends. We

all hang out together. You have to sup-
port each other,” she said.

Wood found Belistar, a 10-year-old
Paint cross gelding who spent most of
his life as a stallion and halter horse, in
upstate New York two years ago. He was
trail riding when she discovered him
through an Internet search.

“I got very lucky finding him because
he’s the perfect amateur horse. He’s calm,
he’s forgiving, and he’s cute as a button,”
said Wood. “It was funny, his first time
seeing water. Halter horses don’t get
their feet wet!”

Wood, a training manager at Micro-
soft, was thrilled with her steady and quiet
dressage test. “We’ve never pulled any-
thing down like that. We decided maybe
he likes the mud. He likes to be in front

of a judge. His neck puffs up, and he’s
like, ‘Everybody look at me,’ ” she said.

She said he saved her a few times in
her show jumping round. “It was more
nerve-wracking than I expected it to be,”
she said. “You get out and you want to
go do it again and think, ‘Oh I can do
that better this time.’ ”

She started eventing 10 years ago
after an equine vacation in England.
“This is definitely just a fun sport for
me,” she said, “something to get outside
the office and enjoy life.”

McCall, 23, borrowed Zarpazo 
from owner Janet Taylor because her
horse came up lame. She’s competed the
9-year-old Thoroughbred cross once and
has only been riding him for a month.

“He is kind of point and shoot at
novice, so my team called me the anchor,”
she said.

The pair put in a dressage score of
30.5 and added one rail to finish fourth
in novice ATC, division 2.

Gatewood, Haslet, Texas, rode her
Appaloosa Bingos Mystery Bandit to a
34.0 in dressage and added just one rail
to her score. She finished fourth in
novice ATC, division 1.

“I bought an Appy 20 years ago and
had fun on him,” she said of her decision
to buy the 16-hand gelding.

The ATC was their first novice
together. “I have a lot to learn, but I had
fun. It’s more fun when you’re riding
with a group of friends,” she said.

H Superheroes Tops At Training

Kristen Wertz knew she had the right
name for her team, Fantastic Four, when
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Flying Colors Soar To A Win At Central ATC
Wild weather couldn’t stop the Flying Colors team at The Chronicle of the Horse/
USEA Central Adult Team Challenge.

Lindsay Berreth

“It’s more fun when 
you’re riding with a 
group of friends.”

—Melanie Gatewood

The Chronicle of the Horse/USEA Central
ATC novice title went to the Flying Colors
team of (from left) Donna Struke
on Splashpoint, Catherine McCall on
Zarpazo, Samantha Wood on Belistar and
Melanie Gatewood on Bingos Mystery
Bandit with trainer Peggy Friauf.(L
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she started thinking about her Area V
teammates’ horses.

“They all have their own comic book
characters. It was perfect for us,” she
said. “The Human Torch was Bravo III.
He’s chestnut. Hero is the nice, big
bulky foundation of our team, and the
Invisible Woman makes force fields.
Maisie was our only mare, and she pro-
tected the team by being our anchor.”

Wertz described her horse, Kaboom,
as Mr. Fantastic, since he can stretch 
his body to incredible lengths. “When I
was riding with Jim Graham, he called
Boomer ‘gummy boy’ all the time
because he’s like a noodle,” she said.

Wertz and her teammates Cherye
Huber on Sportsfield Maisie Grey, Kelly
Kays-Everett on Hero II and Sheryl
Lewis on Bravo III won the training divi-
sion by adding just 1 time fault to their
score, finishing on 96.9.

The event was particularly meaning-
ful to Wertz, Fort Worth, Texas, because
it was Kaboom’s first event back in 21⁄2
years. After competing at preliminary, he
injured himself.

“He really made a mess of himself,
and they didn’t think he’d be sound

again,” said Wertz, a biochemist at the
University of Texas Southwestern Medi-
cal Center.

Next year she plans to compete him
in U.S. Hunter Jumper Association
International Hunter Derbies. “I have
had two or three lessons with my new
hunter trainer, and it has improved my
eye tremendously,” she said.

Kays-Everett had plenty of training
level experience. The veterinarian from
Winnie, Texas, won the MeadowCreek
Training Level Three-Day Event (Texas)
this spring and placed ninth at the Amer-
ican Eventing Championships (Ga.).

Lewis has competed at preliminary
this year, and Huber has earned several
top training level ribbons.

They put their experience to use as
they posted clear jumping rounds. “I
really liked the show jumping course. I
think they took into consideration the
weather. There weren’t any tight, tricky
turns,” Lewis said.

The Fantastic Four riders also had
strong individual placings. Lewis, Fair
Oaks Ranch, Texas, won the training ATC
(31.5). Huber, Bartonville, Texas, came
in tied for second (31.8), Kays-Everett

finished fourth (33.6), and Wertz placed
sixth (35.9).

H Procrastination Pays Off

It took Ellen Ward a long time to decide
to buy Tomba Foolery, who helped lead
The A-Team to victory in the ATC begin-
ner novice division.

Joined by Karen Trout on Fleur De
Lis and Melissa Hoon on The Incredible
Mr. E, Ward completed her first recog-
nized competition with a bang.

She’s had the 10-year-old Dutch
Warmblood gelding since he was 6, but
it almost never happened. He was one of
the first horses she looked at when she
started shopping.

“I looked at him just because he was
there. I saw him and said, ‘He’s too big,
he’s too expensive, he’s too fancy, he’s
too bulky, he’s not gray. That’s clearly
not my horse,’ ” she recalled.

Ward spent another year looking for
a horse, even traveling to Virginia and
Maryland.

“I’d look at horses and say, ‘Well, that
horse is nice, but he isn’t as nice a
mover as Tomba’. Then I’d go back and
look at Tomba. Then I’d go look at
another horse and say, ‘Well, that horse
is nice, but he doesn’t have kind eyes
like Tomba.’ ”

It took her a year to realize that Tomba
was the one. And she hasn’t regretted
her decision. The gelding is by Consul,
who also sired Missy Ransehousen’s four-
star event horse Critical Decision.

“His breeder thought he had too
much joie de vivre to be a dressage
horse,” Ward said.

He had not jumped before, so Ward
got to work immediately. “We did a lot 
of [Linda Allen’s] 101 Exercises for
Horse and Rider. That’s really helped
him learn how to control his body over
jumps,” she said. She has also ridden 
in multiple clinics with Karen and 
David O’Connor and participated in 
the Area V adult rider summer and win-
ter camps.

“I’ve been thinking a lot about the
first winter camp I did, because the tem-
perature was about 35 degrees and it was
raining the whole time. It was super muddy
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“I got very lucky finding him because he’s the 
perfect amateur horse.”

—Samantha Wood

Sponsorship coordinator Martha Bader presented The Chronicle of the Horse/USEA
Central ATC training award to The Fantastic Four team of (from left) Cherye Huber on
Sportsfield Maisie Grey, Sheryl Lewis on Bravo III, Kristen Wertz on Kaboom and Kelly
Kays-Everett on Hero II.
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like it has been over the last couple of
days. Handling this [weather] at the com-
petition was doable to me because I’ve
had that experience,” she said.

After her enjoyment of the adult
camps, Ward made a special effort to
participate in the ATC. “It’s such a neat
way to meet new people and have the
experience of riding on a team,” she said.

Ward earned a bachelor’s degree in
chemical engineering from Texas A&M
and works for Zephyr Environmental
Corporation in Austin.

She posted a score of 43.8 to add to
Trout’s 35.7 and Hoon’s 39.5. Each
member put in a clear show jumping
round to finish on 119.0.

Hoon, Plano, Texas, didn’t know any
other beginner novice riders, so adult
rider coordinator Catherine Baker put
together the team.

“We were kind of thrown together, and
it worked out really well,” she said. “Not
knowing my other teammates helped me
meet other beginner novice riders.”

An attorney in Addison, Texas, Hoon
plans to move up to novice and stay
there. “I don’t have the stomach for
training!” she said.

H Having Fun

Sarah Goodyear and Lida McAllister
entered the Central ATC together as
their first preliminaries. Along with 
Area IV rider Jamie Hill, The Wannabes
were the only preliminary team to finish.

“The other team was The Masters,
and they were all experienced, so we
were The Wannabes,” she said.

After riding hunters as a child, Good-
year, a small animal veterinarian from
Houston, Texas, discovered eventing.

“It’s really cool because you can take
a horse that’s off the track or one that
costs $500,000 and you can all compete
together. That was really appealing for
me. And it’s fun. Eventers are so nice,”
she said.

She had an inconsistent ride on her

Thoroughbred mare Fulbrook Silver
Moon, to score a 45.7.

“A lot of the horses were really
spooky because of a big front coming 
in. When she wasn’t spooking, she was
lovely!” she said.

The pair added one rail to their
score to help the team finish on 169.8.
They brought the experience of a strong
season at training level. She plans to
compete at preliminary the rest of the
season.

“My goal is to get around and get
used to going prelim,” she said. “She’s
such as awesome jumper. I’m not really
competitive, I just want to have fun. We
get out there and do well because we
work hard.”

Goodyear would also like to qualify
for the American Eventing Champion-
ships next year at preliminary.

WEATHERFORD, TX–SEPT. 24-26.
▲ Open Int. - 1. Cappataggle Clover, M. Ferguson,

39.6. ▲ Open Prel. - 1. Hoodwink, S. O’Brien, 35.2; 2.
Ballyhaise Spook III, A. Csaki, 35.7; 3. Consensus, J.
Norman, 45.4. ▲ Open Trg. - 1. Master P, H. Morris,
32.2; 2. Pasadena Fling, H. Morris, 35.8; 3. Radiance, S.
McGinnis, 37.7. ▲ Trg. ATC - 1. Bravo III, S. Lewis, 31.5;
2. Tie, Cruz Control, K. Mayfield & Sportsfield Maisie
Grey, C. Huber, 31.8. ▲ Jr. Trg. Rider - 1. Charles In
Charge, A. Figari, 35.5; 2. Alta, B. Babcock, 46.1; 3.
Landofire, A. Figari, 46.5. ▲ Nov. Horse - 1. Granville
Hall, C. DuBuis, 38.5; 2. Dakotas Dirty Dancer, S. Judkins,
40.0; 3. Out Of Phase, M. Sullivan, 40.5. ▲ Nov. ATC, Div.
1 - 1. Hooked On Roses, R. Swain, 34.0; 2. My Shamrock
Paddy, R. Rickly, 36.5; 3. Bridle Imp, K. Gardner-Taylor,
37.0. ▲ Nov. ATC, Div. 2 - 1. Belistar, S. Wood, 22.0; 2.
Win/Win Situation, J. Denton, 28.5; 3. Chablis, S. Peters,
31.0. ▲ Open Nov. - 1. The Donald, D. Hanrahan, 36.0;
2. Dante, J. Norman, 38.0; 3. Sage, T. Pollad, 45.0. ▲ Jr.
Nov. Rider - 1. Victory Will Do, T. Copenhaver, 39.5; 2.
Mulligan Man, A. Hays, 42.0; 3. Tie, Master Miles, T.
Auldridge & Bear’s Shadow, 45.5. ▲ Level 1 Beg. Nov. -
1. Buckles Sweet Pea, A. Honeycutt, 40.2; 2. Gabriel, E.
Cox, 41.1; 3. Martin, S. Burke, 44.8. ▲ Jr. Beg. Nov. Rider,
Div. 1 - 1. The Promise Minnie Mouse, A. Anson, 33.8; 2.
Finale, E. Broaddus, 34.3; 3. Domino, B. Waley, 39.5. ▲ Jr.
Beg. Nov. Rider, Div. 2 - 1. Bubba Gum, R. Huffine, 38.1;
2. Brady Who, T. Brookshire, 38.3; 3. Sunny, M. Qualls,
40.7. ▲ Sr. Beg. Nov. Rider - 1. Tie, Pathy To Poverty, M.
Marchbanks & Play With Fire, K. Brophey, 42.9; 3. Jim The
Gent, B. Fleming, 47.5. ▲ Beg. Nov. ATC - 1. Pedro, M.
Lewis, 35.2; 2. Fleur De Lis, K. Trout, 35.7; 3. That Hits
The Spot, H. Hibbard, 38.1. ▲ Open Beg. Nov. - 1.
Angelo, E. Jameson, 37.1; 2. Donner Boy, M. Meeks,
41.0; 3. Serendipity, J. Wiley, 41.4. ▲ ATC Prel. Team - 1.
The Wannabes (Splash VI, J. Hill, Fullbrook Silver Moon,
S. Goodyear; Finessa, L. McAllister), 169.8. ▲ ATC Trg.
Team - 1. Fantastic Four (Bravo III, S. Lewis, Sportsfield
Maisie Grey, C. Huber, Hero II, K. Kays-Everett, Kaboom,
K. Wertz), 96.9; 2. Mad Hatters (Cruz Control, K.
Mayfield, Beacon Charm, M. Kitts, Keno’s Beduino, J.
Taylor, Viva La Diva, M. Ferguson), 103.7. ▲ ATC Nov.
Team - 1. Flying Colors (Belistar, S. Wood, Zarpazo, C.
McCall, Bingos Mystery Bandit, M. Gatewood,
Splashpoint, D. Struke), 94.5; 2. Eventing Wenches
(Win/Win Situation, J. Denton, My Shamrock Paddy, R.
Rickly, Ronan, C.T. Baker, Vivian Leigh, R. Brown) 105.5;
3. The Wildthings (Hooked On Roses, R. Sawin, Nick Of
Time, M. Woodford, Baxter, C. Ferrell, Rest Assured, B.
Greber), 116.5. ▲ ATC Beg. Nov. Team - 1. The A-Team
(Fleur De Lis, K. Trout, The Incredible Mr. E, M. Hoon,
Tomba Foolery, J.E. Ward), 119.0; 2. Passports Required
(Pedro, M. Lewis, On The Fritz, K. Hamrick, Arab
Influence, C. McCall, Canadian Mist, V. Bennett), 127.1;
3. Mane Squeezes (That Hits The Spot, H. Hibbard,
Podunkus Pete, K. Kerby-Dickman, Fairfax Sally, A.
Weathers, Jace, C. Hagan), 130.2. 
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The A-Team of (from left) Karen Trout on Fleur De Lis, Melissa Hoon on The Incredible
Mr. E and Ellen Ward on Tomba Foolery won the beginner novice division of The
Chronicle of the Horse/USEA Central ATC at Greenwood Farm Horse Trials.

“I made a special effort to be here for the ATC.
It’s such a neat way to meet new people and 

have the experience of riding on a team.”
—Ellen Ward
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