
FOR LUCIA STRINI, the U.S. Eventing
Association’s Young Event Horse pro-
gram always seemed like an interesting
venture, but she never had the young
horse to do it. Earlier this year, she 
finally found the right one in Artesian,
who won the Spalding Labs/USEA 5-Year-
Old Young Event Horse East Coast
Championships, held in conjunction
with the Dansko Fair Hill Inter-national
CCI***/** in Elkton, Md., Oct. 14-15.

Owned by Strini and Plain Dealing
Farm, the 5-year-old Dutch Warmblood
(Judgement—Shannondoah) gelding
won the 4-year-old Young Event Horse
West Coast Championships last year with
Robyn Fisher. When Strini bought
Artesian this winter, Fisher hoped he
would continue through the Young
Event Horse program.

“He’s an amazing jumper. He’s got a
lot of scope. On cross-country, he has a
bit of a motor, even though he’s a warm-
blood. He’s pretty fearless when it comes
to the jumps. He actually needs to learn
to back off the jumps more,” said Strini.

Strini’s love of Dutch Warmbloods
also influenced her decision. She com-
peted Oudo, another Dutch Warmblood,
in the Fair Hill CCI**, finishing 19th.
“They’re actually pretty similar, so I 
liked that about him [Artesian]. They’re
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Artesian Continues To Show Potential At 
YEH East Coast Championships
The former 4-year-old West Coast champion moves east and takes the 5-year-old title at Fair Hill.

Lindsay Berreth

Will Coleman rode Lucia Strini’s Dutch
Warmblood Artesian to the Spalding
Labs/USEA 5-Year-Old Young Event
Horse East Coast Championship title.(J
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“On cross-country, he has
a bit of a motor, even
though he’s a warmblood.
He’s pretty fearless when
it comes to the jumps.”

—Lucia Strini
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both big horses with big gaits, so I’m
constantly learning how to sit them,”
she said.

Strini, 23, watched from the sidelines
while Will Coleman piloted the gelding
to the winning score of 83.8. They topped
the dressage and conformation phases
and were second in the jumping phase.

There was one tense moment when
Artesian was on course. “There was a turn
where you had to go away from the other
horses and the warm-up, and he kind of
barreled through that turn and had to cir-
cle to come back to a jump,” Strini said.

After qualifying for the championships
with a fourth-placed finish at Waredaca
(Md.) in May and a win at Sunny View
Plantation (Va.), Strini competed the geld-
ing at training level. Coleman took over
the ride in late September.

“He can be strong and hard to turn
at times,” Strini said. “We were having
some barn sour issues. We both thought
for the horse’s sake that it would be 
good for Will to sit on him and help me
develop him.”

Strini, originally from Scottsville,
Va., recently moved to New Jersey where
she rents stalls from advanced rider
Kristin Schmolze. Artesian will join 
her after Coleman competes him once
more at the Virginia Horse Trials. “We’ll
probably just take our time and go train-
ing and see where that takes us,” she
said.

Strini was encouraged by Artesian’s
win at the championship. “I think it’s a
really great program, and it’s so fun to

see all the talent coming up. It was really
exciting as it’s our first experience with
the Young Event Horse Program. It was
great to see him compete against the
other best young horses and see how he
stood up against them,” she said.

Conformation judge Cathy Tucker-
Slaterbeck praised the quality of the 
5-year-old field. “Conformation is one
piece of the puzzle. No horse is perfect
conformationally,” she said. “Overall the
winning horses look like horses that
could go and do the sport as it’s evolved
to do. They need to have the stamina to
do these long courses. While many of

them have some warmblood or Irish in
them, they also have what looks like
Thoroughbred in them to help with the
stamina and the gallop.”

She praised Artesian’s uphill build.
“He’s not going to have to fight for bal-
ance in the dressage or the jumping,”
said Tucker-Slaterbeck. “He was long-
legged and looked like he could gallop
quite well. We’re looking for something
that can carry itself rather than have the
rider have to make the balance.”

Dressage judge Ann Forer had little
doubt that Artesian was the best of the 
5-year-olds. “I liked his movement. He
had a good overall picture and showed
the temperament to be cooperative with
his rider,” said Forer, who often overlooks
bucks and other antics, unless the horse
continually shows resistance. “We’re look-
ing more at the potential for the future.
We don’t look at individual movements.
Spooks are normal for a young horse, so
we don’t usually penalize it.”

She praised the scoring system,
which differs from pure dressage. “We
[the judges] talk to each other when
we’re watching. We can use a range of
decimal points so we can pinpoint more
clearly what we think,” she said.

Scores are based on movement, sub-
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SPALDING LABS/USEA YOUNG EVENT HORSE
EAST COAST CHAMPIONSHIPS

Elkton, Md.—Oct. 14-15
5 -Y E A R - O L D  D I V I S I O N

HORSE/RIDER CONFORMATION DRESSAGE JUMPING TOTAL
1. Artesian/William Coleman III 12.80 29.75 41.25 83.80
2. Zeizos/Phillip Dutton 11.81 28.98 40.13 80.91
3. Alcatraz/Phillip Dutton 12.00 28.91 39.57 80.48
4. Adirmo/Debbie Adams 11.85 27.23 40.07 79.15
5. Rhicochet/Stephanie Baer 11.25 25.41 41.75 78.41
6. Marble Arch/Helen Brettell 12.38 26.95 38.69 78.02

Also competed: 7. Zauberruf/D. Chiacchia, 77.68; 8. William Street/D. Layfield-Insley, 77.48; 9. Adamo/M.
Foote, 77.37; 10. Cappuccino Ice/H. Burnett, 77.14; 11. Ready For April/C. Wieschhoff, 77.06; 12.
Alexander/M. Flynn, 76.59; 13. LawBreaker/M. Flynn, 74.04; 14. Dresden Hit/D. Mollett, 73.29.

4 -Y E A R - O L D  D I V I S I O N
HORSE/RIDER CONFORMATION DRESSAGE JUMPING TOTAL

1. Boateng/Matt Flynn 12.15 27.65 38.75 78.55
2. Orlando/Mara Dean 12.38 27.30 38.38 78.05
3. Nevaeh/Courtney Cooper 11.37 26.81 39.44 77.62
4. Galiba/Maren Foster 11.40 27.02 37.32 75.74
5. Covert Rights/Colleen Rutledge 11.37 26.74 37.44 75.55
6. NZ Bay Of Islands/Nicholas Cwick 11.43 26.46 37.44 75.33

Also competed: 7. Piper Cub/J. Wendell, 74.43; 8. Water Lilly/K. Huenermann, 72.79; Fenway Newbury
Street/M. Mahoney, R.

Matt Flynn and Boateng won 
the 4-year-old title at the Spalding
Labs/USEA Young Event Horse 
East Coast Championship.
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mission and potential. They count for 30
percent of the total score. German
young horse expert Joachim Dimmek
was also on hand to judge the dressage
and conformation phases.

H Still Figuring It Out

Dutch Warmbloods topped both divisions
of the Young Event Horse competition, as
Matt Flynn rode Boateng (Unitstar—
Ottie) to the 4-year-old title. Owned by
Flynn and Tyler and Beth Abell, the bay
gelding placed second in each phase of
the competition to end on a winning
score of 78.55 over Mara Dean riding
Carsten and Dara C. Brandt’s Orlando.

Flynn, 27, imported Boateng from
England in May as part of his sales pro-
gram. “When I won the 5-year-old cham-
pionship last year [on BreakThrough], it

was a big reason in being able to import
more horses this year,” he said.

Flynn has been able to create a sales
program with the help of the Abells.
“They have been amazingly supportive,”
he said. “They were my first owners five
years ago and own two for me now.”

Tyler, a lifelong horseman, met Flynn
when he boarded at the Abells’ barn.
Tyler wanted to support the young pro-
fessional, so he bought one of Flynn’s
first upper level horses. A fan of Ameri-
can Thoroughbreds, Tyler was hesitant
to buy Flynn a horse from Europe. But
after a couple of trips, Flynn found
Weatherly, who has been successful at
the intermediate level.

“After that, I was a little more com-
fortable with the idea of going to Europe,”
Tyler said.

Tyler has evented through training

level himself and liked the idea of sup-
porting the sport. “A horse that can do
everything to me is much more inspir-
ing, much more interesting than one
that can do dressage or show jumping.
It’s a bigger challenge. You have to find a
horse that’s powerful enough to do all
the jumps and agile enough,” he said.

After qualifying for the champion-
ships at Waredaca (Md.), Flynn competed
in two novice events this year. He placed
second at Seneca Valley (Md.) and won
his last outing at Morven Park (Va.).

“He comes more from a show jump-
ing bloodline but seems to have enough
Thoroughbred type and movement to be
a good event horse,” Flynn said.

Thursday’s dressage phase was cold
and windy, but Boateng kept his cool to
score 27.65. “There was a lot to look at.
He’s still very green but extremely will-
ing and talented. It was a good week-
end,” Flynn said.

Like Artesian, Boateng had a dis-
obedience in the jumping phase. “He
kind of played up a little bit in the
jumping. He was having a little too
much fun,” Flynn said. “He’s still fig-
uring everything out, so if something
catches him out, it’s not ever really 
the jumps. It’s kind of the atmosphere.
For being a 4-year-old warmblood, he’s
very brave and really picked up the
cross-country.”

Tucker-Slaterbeck liked Boateng’s
potential. “In the 4-year-olds, you under-
stand that they’re not as far along in
their muscling and their under-saddle
training. You still want an uphill horse
with straight movement and strong
enough feet,” she said. “All the parts
should look like they go together.”

Flynn’s 5-year-old champion
BreakThrough is now competing at pre-
liminary and will move up to interme-
diate this fall. “It’s a good program to 
get people interested in owning young
horses in general. They’ve done a good
job at picking out horses that show 
quality for the future, not just the lower
levels,” he said.

Flynn and his girlfriend Holly Payne
run a training business in Whitehouse
Station, N.J.  
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Handling Mistakes
There are five different scores awarded in the jumping phase, which count for 50 per-
cent of the overall score in the Young Event Horse classes. (In addition to the jumping
score, dressage counts for 35 percent, and conformation and type is 15 percent).

Marilyn Payne, co-chair of the YEH Task Force, admitted that the scoring for the
jumping phase is complicated.

“Each score is weighted,” she said. “First you give a score for style. It’s the tech-
nique—how he uses his front and hind legs, how careful he is, how he uses his
head and neck and how balanced he is before and after the fence.”

The style score has a coefficient of one. Jumping ability has a coefficient of two.
The judges look for power, coordination and scope.

The third score is for learning ability. “It’s how intelligent he is, how rideable he
is. Can he turn and come back? Will he go forward when asked? How responsive is
he to the rider’s aids?” she said. Willingness is a major factor in the learning ability
score.

Both Artesian and Boateng had disobediences in the jumping phase but still
won their respective classes. Payne explained that it’s how the young horse han-
dles the mistake that’s important.

“If a horse knocks a fence down or looks at a fence and stops, but is much bet-
ter afterwards, then that’s not a bad thing,” she said. “If another horse doesn’t make
a mistake, he will score better on the learning ability than one that does have a mis-
take.”

The learning ability only has a coefficient of one. The gallop score is multiplied
by two. “It’s important that he wants to go forward and is very light and covers the
ground. He should make it look effortless,” Payne said.

Payne added that although a horse might have a low learning ability score, if he
scores well enough on the jumping ability and gallop, he can still win because they
count for more. The final score is for general impression, which also counts times two.

“A horse that can do everthing to me is much more inspiring, 
much more interesting than one that can do dressage

or show jumping. It’s a bigger challenge.”
—Tyler Abell
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